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W I N T E R 2 0 2 6

Latest projects, workshops, free resources, and more. Keep Reading!

In this newsletter you will find:

American Studies had a
fabulous Winter Break –

Keep reading to check
out department news and

upcoming events!  



Welcome back students!  

J O I N  U S F O R  O U R  F I R ST E V E N T O F T H E  S E AS O N



What did American Studies get up to during
the January snow days?

“I had lovely time hiking in the Sandias and
mountains in northern New Mexico with
friends and my dog Maisie.”

                                   - Dr. Grant 

A M S T  S N O W  D O G S

“I lost a bet that we would get
0 inches of snow. My wallet
was lighter, but so were my
spirits.” 
                               - Dr. Atterbury 

Maisie in the snow 2026



I N T E R V I E W  X  U N M

Why did you decide to major in American Studies and minor in
Geography & Environmental Studies and Sustainability?

I decided to major in American Studies because I was familiar with
and inspired by the scholarship that UNM's American Studies faculty
were releasing to analyze the glaring injustices at the heart of the
U.S. I chose to minor in Sustainability Studies and Geography and
Environmental Studies because I believe that the health of the
planet is deeply tied to the health of all of its people and vice versa,
and that the starting point for studying social issues is to understand
how current regimes of land ownership emerged. 

W I T H  S I M O N  D OA N E ,  A M E R I CA N  ST U D I E S  M A J O R  
( FA L L 2 0 2 5  G R A D UAT E )

How do you apply what you learned in
American Studies in your community-
based work, and in your life more
broadly? 

American Studies has demonstrated to me
the power of collective action in resisting
forces of oppression and creating a more
hopeful future. I aim for my community-
based work to build collective power that
can bring forth a more just future. One of
the ways to do that is to start with
something like participatory budgeting to
demonstrate that when we come together,
we can make a difference. 
.

I n  w i nte r  2 0 2 5 -2 6,  g ra d u at i n g  s e n i o r  S i m o n  D o a n e s at  d ow n  fo r  a n
i nte r v i ew w i t h  t h e U N M  A m e r i c a n  S t u d i e s d e p a r t m e nt .  Th e i n te r v i ew
to u c h e d  o n  ex p e r i e n c e s a s  a n  A m e r i c a n  S t u d i e s m a j o r,  c o m m u n i t y-
b a s e d  re s e a rc h ,  a n d  m o re !

— Doane on UNM’s campus



What were some of your favorite experiences in American Studies?

My favorite experiences in American Studies have been in reading or
discussing class materials that all of a sudden make everything click and
finally give you a way to think through and talk about something that
you had been trying piece together or had felt was missing. American
Studies also gave me the opportunity to write my own 20-page thesis
which was a rewarding experience as I was able to critically engage with
the things I am passionate about, and I won an undergraduate research
award for my thesis
 

— still from a video produced
by UNM Sustainability
Studies featuring research by
Simon Doane (UNM ‘25) 

I N T E R V I E W  X  U N M



Mark your calendars!



CNM x UNM:
Transfer Student 

Panel at CNM 

Join American Studies 
Tues., February 24th

at 2:30pm, CNM Campus
for a conversation with
CNM American Studies 

students. We look forward 
to more conversations 

to come!

W h a t  i s  t h e  p a n e l  a b o u t  a n d
w h y  m i g h t  i t  i n t e r e s t  y o u ?  

C N M ’s  A m e r i c a n  S t u d i e s  d e p a r t m e n t
h a s  a  r o b u s t  p r o g r a m  o f  A m e r i c a n
S t u d i e s  c o u r s e  o f f e r i n g s  a n d  m a j o r s .
U N M  a n d  C N M  s t u d e n t s  a l i k e  a r e
i n v i t e d  f o r  s n a c k s ,  c o n v e r s a t i o n  a n d
m o r e  t o  b u i l d  s o l i d a r i t y  a n d
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  o u r  p r o g r a m s !

H o s t e d  b y  N a o m i  A m b r i z ,
f a c u l t y  a t  C e n t r a l  N e w  M e x i c o
C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e ,  g r a d u a t e
s t u d e n t  a t  U N M

https://www.linkedin.com/in/naomi-ambriz-06629657
https://www.linkedin.com/in/naomi-ambriz-06629657
https://www.linkedin.com/in/naomi-ambriz-06629657


R e s e a r c h  s t i p e n d  f o r  s c h o l a r s
Pa i d  t r a v e l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s
S c h o l a r s  c o n d u c t  a  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  u n d e r  t h e  g u i d a n c e  o f
a  p r o f e s s o r
M o n t h l y  s e m i n a r s  a n d  i n t e n s i v e  a d v i s e m e n t
G r a d u a t e  r e c o r d  e x a m  ( G R E )  p r e p  c o u r s e
S u c c e s s f u l  M c N a i r  &  R O P  s c h o l a r s  a r e  r e c r u i t e d  b y
g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l s  n a t i o n w i d e
O u r  s c h o l a r s  r e c e i v e  g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l  a p p l i c a t i o n  f e e
w a i v e r s
Pa r t i c i p a n t s  a r e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  r i g o r s  o f  g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l

 M C N A I R  S C H O L A R S  X  U N M

A m e r i c a n  S t u d i e s  s t u d e n t s ,  w h a t
i s  t h e  M c N a i r  a n d  R e s e a r c h
O p p o r t u n i t y  P r o g r a m  ( R O P )  a n d
w h y  s h o u l d  y o u  a p p l y ?  

M c N a i r  a n d  R O P  s t u d e n t s  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n
u n d e r g r a d u a t e  r e s e a r c h  a n d  e v e n t u a l l y
p u r s u i n g  a  M a s t e r ’s  o r  P h D !  T h e  p r o g r a m
o f f e r s :

I f  y o u  h a v e  a n yq u e s t i o n s  a b o u tt h i s  p r o g r a mp l e a s e  e m a i lm c n a i r @ u n m .e d u

H o w  c a n  y o u  a p p l y  o r  l e a r n  m o r e ?  

T h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  2 0 2 6 -2 0 2 7  i s  o p e n  a n d  a v a i l a b l e  a t :
h t t p s : // m c n a i r. u n m .e d u / .   T h e  d e a d l i n e  i s  M a r c h  3 1 ,  2 0 2 6

 W h o  i s  e l i g i b l e ?  

U n d e r g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  a t  l e a s t  6 0  c r e d i t s  b y  Fa l l  2 0 2 6  a n d  a  3 .0
c u m u l a t i v e  G PA  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  a p p l y.  O t h e r  e l i g i b i l i t y  r e q u i r e m e n t s
a r e  l i s t e d  o n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  A p p l y  t o d a y !  
 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmcnair.unm.edu%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdaisyatterbury%40unm.edu%7C72a8d29fcb66488865f408de5ee9373c%7C25aa9830e0f9482b897e1a3b3c855e5c%7C0%7C0%7C639052552918285653%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=X3o6ZvcGb5cppyEnCPuYiDVsVqQxiFuKFTzF952hl6I%3D&reserved=0


T h i s  s p r i n g ,  A m e r i c a n  S t u d i e s  p r o f  S i l a s  G r a n t  a n d
A M S T  P h D  C a n d i d a t e  S a r a h  K n o p p  a r e  h o l d i n g  a
c o n v e r s a t i o n  o n  j u s t  e n e r g y  t r a n s i t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e
S o c i e t y  f o r  A p p l i e d  A n t h r o p o l o g y  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  i n
A l b u q u e r q u e  o n  M a r c h  17 !  C h e c k  i t  o u t :  

Pa n e l :  

C o l l a b o r a t i v e  A p p r o a c h e s  t o  C l i m a t e  C r i s e s ,  Fa l s e
S o l u t i o n s ,  a n d  J u s t  Tr a n s i t i o n s  ( C h a i r e d  b y  S i l a s  G r a n t
a n d  T h o m a s  D e  P r e e )

Pa n e l i s t s :  

W e n d y  A t c i t t y  a n d  K i r e n a  Ts o s i e  ( S o u t h w e s t  R e s e a r c h
a n d  I n f o r m a t i o n  C e n t e r ) ,  H a z e l  J a m e s  ( D i n é  C e n t e r e d
R e s e a r c h  a n d  E v a l u a t i o n ) ,  C h e y e n n e  A n t o n i o  ( D i n é
c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r ) ,  Fe l e e c i a  G u i l l e n  ( N e w  M e x i c o  N o
Fa l s e  S o l u t i o n s ) ,  X a v i e r  B a r r a z a  a n d  E n n e d i t h  L o p e z
( L o s  J a r d i n e s  I n s t i t u t e ) ,  A l i c i a  G a l l e g o s  ( P u e b l o  A c t i o n
A l l i a n c e ) ,  S a r a h  K n o p p  a n d  C a m e r o n  Z a r r a b z a d e h
( U N M ) .  
W h e n :  M a r c h  17  a t  1 : 3 0 p m

W h e r e :  H o t e l  A l b u q u e r q u e  a t  O l d  To w n .  R o o m  A l v a r a d o  B
S f A A  i s  f r e e  a n d  o p e n  t o  e v e r y o n e  o n  " C o m m u n i t y  D a y "
( M a r c h  17 ) !  

U p  t o  d a t e  i n f o :  
h t t p s : //a p p l i e d a n t h r o.o r g /a n n u a l - m e e t i n g /  
 

J U S T  E N E R G Y  T R A N S I T I O N S
X  A M E R I C A N  S T U D I E S  



AU T H O R  R A M O N A E M E R S O N  AS S E E N  I N  T H E  DA I LY LO B O ,  N OV 1 7,  2 0 2 3

R E M I N D E R :  S P R I N G  C L A S S  A M S T  3 7 0 :  I N D I G E N O U S  H O R R O R
P O P  Q U I Z !

“This class explores how Indigenous

writers, poets, theorists and filmmakers

take up horror as a genre. Drawing upon

storytelling as method, horror is used to

examine the conditions of Indigenous

life. Since the content focuses on

horror, gore, and violence, students may

find the material unsettling and

emotionally charged.”

Question! Have you read Shutter

by UNM author-alumnus yet? 



American Studies majors can sign up to do an
Honors Thesis, which enables eligible students to
graduate with Departmental Honors! 

Steps:

#1  Email the current Director of Undergraduate
Studies (DUS), and brainstorm about topics and
faculty to work with (daisyatterbury@unm.edu)

#2  We’ll help you find a faculty mentor, whith
whom you’ll enroll in an independent study

#3  Complete the Honors Program Application

#4  Enroll in the American Studies Honors Thesis
(AMST 499) for three credit hours.

Tip: The Honors Thesis can be an expansion of the
research project produced in the Senior Seminar
(AMST 485) or it can be a different research project
that was begun in another advanced American
Studies course. 

Present your
thesis work next
spring at UROC!

H O W  I T  W O R K S :  

GETTING AHEAD OF
UNDERGRADUATE

RESEARCH: 

W W W . H T T P S : / / A M E R I C A N S T U D I E S . U N M . E D U

A R E  Y O U  T H I N K I N G  O F  D O I N G  A N
H O N O R S  T H E S I S  P R O J E C T ,  E V E N

N E X T  Y E A R ?  R E A C H  O U T  T O  A
F A C U L T Y  M E M B E R  O R

D E P A R T M E N T  D I R E C T O R  T O D A Y !  

Apply for funding
through ASSURE:  
UNM’s Undergrad
Research Program 

Pair your thesis
with UNM
Opportunities 

F U N D I N G :

T H E  AS S U R E  AWA R D I S  F O R
T H E  F U L L ACA D E M I C Y E A R ,
W I T H  E I G H T M O N T H LY
ST I P E N D S O F $ 4 0 0
( $1 ,6 0 0 / S E M E ST E R ;
$ 3, 2 0 0 / ACA D E M I C Y E A R ) .



W W W . H T T P S : / / A M E R I C A N S T U D I E S . U N M . E D U

S P R I N G N E WS L E T T E R :  W E  WA N T TO H E A R  F R O M  YO U !

P L E AS E  F E E L F R E E  TO R E P LY TO T H I S  E M A I L O R  S E N D
M E  A P E R S O N A L N OT E  AT DA I SYAT T E R B U RY@ U N M . E D U
~  I ’ D LOV E  TO S H A R E  E V E N TS YO U ’ R E  I N VO LV E D W I T H
A N D P R OJ E CTS YO U ’ R E  WO R K I N G O N  W I T H  T H E
C O M M U N I T Y !

ABQ Zine Fest 2025 in Botts Memorial Hall, Special
Collections Library — photo by Aziza Murray


